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Preparing for

Sea Level Rise

Areas of focus

Belmont Shore

Belmont Park

Naples

Peninsula
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Base Flood Elevation

aka. “BFE”

9’ per FEMA

+1’ per Long Beach

10’ min. floor elevation
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Homes at Risk

a visual inspection

Floor levels near the 

elevation of sidewalks 

are likely below the 

Base Flood Elevation
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First…

Secure an Elevation 

Certificate to find out if 

your floor is above the 

Base Flood Elevation
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Flood Protection

Dirt Berms

Concrete Piles
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Raise your home above

elevation 10’
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Install Flood Vents

Let water to pass through 

under floor areas
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Flood Vents equalize 

hydrostatic pressures 

and reduces damage to 

your home
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Spray water sealer on 

wood members to 

protect them from water

Use non-organic building 

materials
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Replace old batt 

insulation with spray 

foam insulation.

Water/Air barrier & an 

excellent insulator!
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Foundation Retrofit

Counteracts buoyancy 

effects of rising tides

Helps keep home on 

foundation during 

earthquakes
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Raise mechanical 

Equipment above BFE 

Anchor to home to keep 

them from floating away
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Raise Water Heater or

Install a Tankless Water 

Heater above the BFE
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Raise Electrical Outlets 

above the BFE

Replace old outlets with 

Ground Fault Circuit 

Interrupt (GFCI) outlets
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Keep drainage systems 

free and clear of debris

Slope outside dirt away 

from exterior walls
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Permeable Concrete and 

Pavers allow water to 

soak back into the 

ground
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Mainline Sewer Backflow 

Preventers protect from 

city sewer line backups

…eeeww!
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Install a sump pump in 

basement areas. 

Discharge pipe should

be above BFE

Use portable sumps for 

clearing water elsewhere
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Keep garage contents

off the ground

Preparing for

Sea Level Rise

24



Measures to 

protect your home…

Turn off power at your 

main breaker panel, 

gas and water meters
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Measures to 

protect your home…

Expandable flood gates 

& sandbags can help
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Let’s keep

our homes

above water!
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Resources

www.FEMA.gov

www.SmartVent.com

Search online “home floodproofing”

Jeannette Architects @ 562.987.9139  


